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Shekinah glory? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOD’S ANGER WITH JUDAH’S SIN – 12: 1-14 
 
Hos 12:1  "Ephraim feeds on the wind, And pursues the east 
wind; He daily increases lies and desolation. Also they make a 
covenant with the Assyrians, And oil is carried to Egypt.  
Hos 12:2  "The LORD also brings a charge against Judah, And 
will punish Jacob according to his ways; According to his deeds 
He will recompense him.  
Hos 12:3  He took his brother by the heel in the womb, And in his 
strength he struggled with God.  
 
Hos 12:4  Yes, he struggled with the Angel and prevailed; He 
wept, and sought favor from Him. He found Him in Bethel, And 
there He spoke to us— 
 
 
Hos 12:5  That is, the LORD God of hosts. The LORD is His 
memorable name.  
 
 
 
Hos 12:6  So you, by the help of your God, return; Observe mercy 
and justice, And wait on your God continually.  
 
 
Hos 12:7  "A cunning Canaanite! Deceitful scales are in his 
hand; He loves to oppress.  
Hos 12:8  And Ephraim said, 'Surely I have become rich, I have 
found wealth for myself; In all my labors They shall find in me no 
iniquity that is sin.'  
Hos 12:9  "But I am the LORD your God, Ever since the land of 
Egypt; I will again make you dwell in tents, As in the days of the 
appointed feast.  
Hos 12:10  I have also spoken by the prophets, And have 
multiplied visions; I have given symbols through the witness of 
the prophets."  
 

 
 
 

HOSEA – even though My people tend to fall into 
harlotry continually, My love for them never ends! 
 
Chapters 12-14 – A Pardoned People; Chapters 12 & 13 
speak of their present rebellion; Chapter 14 speaks of 
their future salvation 
 
JACOB/ISRAEL: 
v. 4 Yes, he struggled with the angel and prevailed;  He 
wept, and sought favor (made supplication) from Him. 
Here was a mixture of the greatest courage and the greatest 
tenderness, Jacob wrestling like a champion and yet 
weeping like a child.  Prayers and tears are the weapons 
with which the saints have obtained the most glorious 
victories.  Jacob’s weeping is not mentioned by Moses. 
Hosea then knew more than Moses related. He could not 
have gathered it out of Moses, for Moses relates the words 
of earnest supplication; yet the tone is that of one, by force 
of earnest energy, wresting, as it were, the blessing from 
God, not of one weeping. Yet Hosea adds this, in harmony 
with Moses. 
Most likely, Jacob wasn't much of a wrestler. He had his 
ears pinned back and his shoulders pinned to the mat. God 
had him down, but he won. How did he win? By 
surrendering. My friend, you can fight God all you want 
to, but you'll never win until you surrender to Him. 
It is interesting that in our brokenness, and God often 
uses the breaking processes to bring out His ultimate 
plan and purpose. in and through our lives,  
Just as Jacob was a deceiver, so was Israel.  But Jacob was 
different for, after he was broken by the Lord and was 
blessed by the Lord, he returned to the Lord. You know it’s 
interesting how the Lord so often calls us back to the place 
where we first encountered Him. Where we first became 
conscious of God, became aware of God. God is calling 
him back to Bethel. Back to that first place where you really 
met God and became conscious of God. So as he is now 
had a peaceful meeting with Esau, continues to journey in 
the land, as they get near Bethel, as he is going now to 
Bethel to worship God, Jacob said to his family, “Alright 
now put away all of the little idols that you have”.  
 
 

v. 1 wind - This is a reference to the east wind which comes over the burning 
Arabian desert and blows through that land. God is saying, "I intend to let the 
Assyrians come through the land just like the east wind."  
v. 2. Here the whole tribes or Israel and Judah are reproved. The Lord shows 
to what a degenerate state the both families were brought, and how different 
from the conduct of their first common father Jacob. It is a sad reproach to a 
family, when the descendants depart from the exemplary godliness of their 
fathers.  
v. 3 He - Jacob. Took his brother - The design of mentioning this is to mind 
them of that goodness which God showed them in their father Jacob. His 
strength - This strength was not of nature, but of grace. Strength received of 
God was well employed betimes; in it he wrestled for and obtained the 
blessing.  
v. 4  The angel - Jehovah, Lord of hosts. He was no created angel, but the 
Messiah; eternal God by nature and essence, angel by office, and voluntary 
undertaking. He wept - He prayed with tears from a sense of his own 
unworthiness, and with earnestness for the mercy he desired. He - God. Him - 
Jacob full of weariness, fears, and solicitude on his journey to Laban. He - 
God. With us - Being then in Jacob's loins.  
v. 5 The Lord God of hosts - He that appeared and spoke, who promised the 
blessing and commanded the reformation at Beth - el was Jehovah, the eternal 
and unchangeable God; who can perform his promise, and execute his threat, 
who is a most terrible enemy, and most desirable friend. The Lord - Jehovah, 
repeated for confirmation. His memorial - By this he will be known.. 
v. 6  These people needed to practice what they preached. In our day, the 
worship of Satan and the giving over to homosexuality is leading to the basest 
of crimes. Only by coming to the living God and waiting upon Him. Three 
things, well, four actually. Turn to God, but then turn to God by showing 
mercy and fairness. Mercy and judgment, and then just wait on God 
continually will we have mercy and justice; they go together—you will not 
have one without the other. Gen 31:3 . 
v. 7   A cunning merchant!  This speaks of dishonesty in business, something 
of which God does not approve.  
v. 8 In other words, Ephraim felt he was able to buy his way with money. He 
had made his money dishonestly, but he thought he was being blessed of God. 
Be careful!  Don’t mistake God’s patience in your prosperity!  
v. 9  God is saying to Israel, "I am not through with you—I'll not give you 
up."  But you go into captivity-you will once again be in tents. 
v. 10 I have also spoken - I have used every means, and employed every 
method, to instruct and save you. I have sent prophets, who spoke plainly, 
exhorting, warning, and beseeching you to return to me. They have had Divine 
visions, which they have declared and interpreted. They have used similitudes, 
symbols, metaphors, allegories, etc., in order to fix your attention, and bring 
you back to your duty and interest. But alas! all is in vain;  Cf.  Heb_1:1  
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Hos 12:11  Though Gilead has idols— Surely they are vanity— 
Though they sacrifice bulls in Gilgal, Indeed their altars shall 
be heaps in the furrows of the field.  
 
 
Hos 12:12  Jacob fled to the country of Syria; Israel served for 
a spouse, And for a wife he tended sheep.  
Hos 12:13  By a prophet the LORD brought Israel out of Egypt, 
And by a prophet he was preserved.  
Hos 12:14  Ephraim provoked Him to anger most bitterly; 
Therefore his Lord will leave the guilt of his bloodshed upon 
him, And return his reproach upon him.  
 
RELENTLESS JUDGMENT ON ISRAEL – 13: 1-16 
Hos 13:1  When Ephraim spoke, trembling, He exalted himself 
in Israel; But when he offended through Baal worship, he died.  
 
 
Hos 13:2  Now they sin more and more, And have made for 
themselves molded images, Idols of their silver, according to 
their skill; All of it is the work of craftsmen. They say of them, 
"Let the men who sacrifice kiss the calves!"  
Hos 13:3  Therefore they shall be like the morning cloud And 
like the early dew that passes away, Like chaff blown off from a 
threshing floor And like smoke from a chimney.  
Hos 13:4  "Yet I am the LORD your God Ever since the land of 
Egypt, And you shall know no God but Me; For there is no 
savior besides Me.  
Hos 13:5  I knew you in the wilderness, In the land of great 
drought.  
Hos 13:6  When they had pasture, they were filled; They were 
filled and their heart was exalted; Therefore they forgot Me.  
Hos 13:7  "So I will be to them like a lion; Like a leopard by the 
road I will lurk;  
Hos 13:8  I will meet them like a bear deprived of her cubs; I will tear 
open their rib cage, And there I will devour them like a lion. The wild 
beast shall tear them.  
 

 
 
  

V, 14  So God brought them out of Egypt, God was with 
Jacob, but now they have turned from the Lord, and they are 
going to suffer the consequences of their refusing to come 
back to God. 
 
Vs. 5-6 Here, the Lord says, Hos 13:5  I knew you in the 
wilderness, In the land of great drought. When they had 
pasture, they were filled; They were filled and their heart 
was exalted; Therefore they forgot Me.  We must understand 
the pitfall of prosperity .  Yes, the Lord wants to bless you.  
There’s no question about it.  No good thing will He withhold 
From those who walk uprightly.  (Ps. 84:11) The problem is, 
when He blesses us, if we’re not very careful, we’ll be 
enamored with His blessings rather than with Him! 
 

 
O LOVE THAT WILT NOT LET ME GO! – The 

Salvation Army Celebration Choir 
 

1. O Love that wilt not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in thee; 
I give thee back the life I owe, 
That in thine ocean depths its flow 
May richer, fuller be. 

2. O light that foll’west all my way, 
I yield my flick’ring torch to thee; 
My heart restores its borrowed ray, 
That in thy sunshine’s blaze its day 
May brighter, fairer be. 

3. O Joy that seekest me through pain, 
I cannot close my heart to thee; 
I trace the rainbow through the rain, 
And feel the promise is not vain, 
That morn shall tearless be. 

4. O Cross that liftest up my head, 
I dare not ask to fly from thee; 
I lay in dust life’s glory dead, 
And from the ground there blossoms red 
Life that shall endless be. 

 

 

v. 11 Gilead - Tiglah Pileser had formerly took Gilead among other towns, 
leading the inhabitants captive. By this the prophet reminds the Ephraimites 
what they must expect, and does it in this pungent question, Is there iniquity in 
Gilead? Is it there only? Be it, Gilead was all iniquity; Gilgal is no better. They 
- They that come up to Gilgal to sacrifice, are idolaters. In the furrows - They 
are for number like heaps of stones, gathered out of plowed land and laid in 
furrows. 
v. 12 Fled - For fear of Esau. 
v. 13 A prophet - By Moses. Israel - Your forefathers. Preserved - In the 
wilderness. The aim of the prophet seems to be this, to prevent their vain 
pride, and boasting of their ancestors.  
v. 14 His bloodshed - He shall bear the punishment of all his blood; his 
murders of the innocent, and his own guilt too. His reproach - Which Ephraim 
hath cast upon the prophets, the worshippers of God, and on God; preferring 
idols before him. His Lord - God who is Lord of all. 
 
v. 1 Ephraim - The ten tribes, of which Ephraim was the chief. Spoke 
trembling - Humbled himself before God. Exalted himself - The kingdom 
flourished. When he offended - So soon as they sinned, taking Baal to be 
their God. He died - They lost their power and glory.  
 
v. 2. Of them - Of the idols. Let the man - Let all that bring their offerings to 
these idols, worship and adore, and show they do so by kissing the calves. 
 
vs. 3-4   You may work out a plan of salvation, but He is the only Savior, and 
since He is, you had better come His way. The Lord Jesus said, "…  I am the 
way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me" 
(Joh_14:6). Now either that's true or it's not true. Millions of people have 
come that way, and they have found it to be true. You may think you have 
your way of salvation, but God is the only Savior, and He is the only one who 
can offer you a plan of salvation.  
vs. 5-6  God says, "I have been your God, the one who brought you out of 
Egypt. I am not about to give you up, but I am going to judge you." Cf. - Dt.8 
 
vs. 7-8 There is a prophetic sidelight here that is very interesting. In Daniel's 
vision (ch. 7) Babylon is pictured as a lion, Greece (under Alexander the 
Great) is pictured as a leopard, and the empire of Media-Persia is pictured 
as the bear. Now here in Hosea's prophecy God is saying that in the future He 
will come against them like a lion and a leopard, but in the immediate future 
He will come like a bear—represented by Media-Persia, which at that early 
date was dominated by Assyria. God says, "I will meet them as a bear that is 
bereaved of her whelps." There is nothing more ferocious than a mother bear 
that has been robbed of her cubs, and she is an apt illustration of the brutal 
Assyrian army. 
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GOD’S CONTINUING LOVD FOR ISRAEL -  VS. 1-11 
Hos 13:9  "O Israel, you are destroyed, But your help is from Me.  
 
Hos 13:10  I will be your King; Where is any other, That he may 
save you in all your cities? And your judges to whom you said, 
'Give me a king and princes'?  
Hos 13:11  I gave you a king in My anger, And took him away in 
My wrath.  
 
Hos 13:12  "The iniquity of Ephraim is bound up; His sin is 
stored up.  
 
 
Hos 13:13  The sorrows of a woman in childbirth shall come 
upon him. He is an unwise son, For he should not stay long 
where children are born.  
 
Hos 13:14  "I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I 
will redeem them from death. O Death, I will be your plagues! O 
Grave, I will be your destruction! Pity is hidden from My eyes."  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hos 13:15  Though he is fruitful among his brethren, An east 
wind shall come; The wind of the LORD shall come up from the 
wilderness. Then his spring shall become dry, And his fountain 
shall be dried up. He shall plunder the treasury of every desirable 
prize. 
  
Hos 13:16  Samaria is held guilty, For she has rebelled against 
her God. They shall fall by the sword, Their infants shall be 
dashed in pieces, And their women with child ripped open.  
 
 
 

 

 
v. 9 “O Israel, you are destroyed, But your help is from 
Me,” the Lord says but you’re from Me, in Me, is your help.  
Cf. 2 Corinthians 1:20 says that all of the promises of God in 
Jesus are ”yes and amen”.  That is, when we’re walking with 
Jesus, everything we need is found in Him.  He doesn’t give 
us life, He IS our life.  He doesn’t give us bread.  He IS the 
bread!  He doesn’t show us the way.  He IS the way! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
v. 13  Israel is like a baby who refuses to come of the 
womb and be born.  God’s people refused to break away 
from their idols into a deeper, fuller, richer life.  
 
 
Vs 14-16 
“Horrible days are coming, because you have taken the path 
that leads to destruction. Your own self-willed ways. You 
have forsaken God. You have made your own gods, of your 
own understanding. You’ve worshiped them. This will be the 
consequence. This will be the result. The moral breakdown, 
the spiritual breakdown, will lead to social chaos and 
upheaval, weakness, until you will be destroyed.”  
 
 

 
v. 9 We often blame God for what happens to us. When you feel like that, 
this is a good verse to turn to. You have destroyed yourself, and you are 
responsible for your condition. But you can get help from God; He will 
furnish help to you. 
vs. 10-11 "I gave you a king in My anger." When Israel asked for a king, 
God gave Saul to them. "And took him away in my wrath." He took the last 
king, Hoshea, away from the northern kingdom, He took Zedekiah away 
from the southern kingdom, and He did it in His wrath. Judgment! It was His 
judgment in the beginning, and His judgment at the end. 
v. 12 The iniquity of Ephraim is bound up - It is registered in my court of 
justice; the death warrant is in store, and will be produced in due time. 
Though there be not at present the judgment inflicted which such glaring 
transgressions demand, yet it will surely come. Such crimes cannot go 
unpunished. 
v. 13 The sorrows - The punishment of his sins will overtake him suddenly, 
with great anguish. An unwise son - A foolish son, who endangers himself 
and his mother. He should not stay - As a child that sticks in the birth, so is 
Ephraim, one while will, another while will not return to God; and thus dies 
under the delay.  
v. 14 Ransom - By power and purchase, by the blood of the lamb of God, 
and by the power of his Godhead. Them - That repent and believe. From the 
grave - He conquered the grave, and will at the great day of the resurrection 
open those prison - doors, and bring us out in glory. From death - From the 
curse of the first death, and from the second death, which shall have no 
power over us. Your plagues - Thus I will destroy death. I will pull down 
those prison - walls, and bring out all that are confined therein, the bad of 
whom I will remove into other prisons, the good I will restore to glorious 
liberty. Pity is hidden - I will never, as a man that repents, change my word 
and purpose, says the Lord. What a glorious promise is this, which is 
interposed in the midst of all these judgments! 
vs. 15  He - Ephraim. His brethren - Either the rest of the tribes, or the 
nations who by league are become as his brethren. An east - wind - An 
enemy as pernicious to his estate as the east - wind is to fruits. Of the Lord - 
A mighty enemy, called here the wind of the Lord, the usual superlative in 
Hebrew. The wilderness - Which lay south - east from Canaan. The south - 
east winds in that country were of all, most hot and blasting.   
 
v. 16 Assyrian army. Shall spoil - Shall carry away all desirable vessels and 
furniture. "Samaria is hel guilty." It shall be desolate. It is a desolate place 
today. 
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ISRAEL RESTORED AT LAST – 14: 1-9 
Hos 14:1  O Israel, return to the LORD your God, For you 
have stumbled because of your iniquity;  
 
Hos 14:2  Take words with you, And return to the LORD. Say 
to Him, "Take away all iniquity; Receive us graciously, For 
we will offer the sacrifices of our lips.  
Hos 14:3  Assyria shall not save us, We will not ride on 
horses, Nor will we say anymore to the work of our hands, 
'You are our gods.' For in You the fatherless finds mercy."  
 
Hos 14:4  "I will heal their backsliding, I will love them 
freely, For My anger has turned away from him.  
 
Hos 14:5  I will be like the dew to Israel; He shall grow like 
the lily, And lengthen his roots like Lebanon.  
 
 
Hos 14:6  His branches shall spread; His beauty shall be like 
an olive tree, And his fragrance like Lebanon.  
 
 
 
Hos 14:7  Those who dwell under his shadow shall return; 
They shall be revived like grain, And grow like a vine. Their 
scent shall be like the wine of Lebanon.  
 
 
 
Hos 14:8  "Ephraim shall say, 'What have I to do anymore 
with idols?' I have heard and observed him. I am like a green 
cypress tree; Your fruit is found in Me."  
 
Hos 14:9  Who is wise? Let him understand these things. 
Who is prudent? Let him know them. For the ways of the 
LORD are right; The righteous walk in them, But 
transgressors stumble in them. 

v. 4 So this, this prophecy of the returning to God. And God 
in, in response to their returning to Him said... 
I will heal their backslidings, and I will love them freely: [I 
love that! God loves us freely. For if God spared not His 
own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how much more 
than shall He not freely give us all things! God’s love for us. 
So great, that He didn’t spare His own Son, but delivered 
Him up for us, but how much more! If God has given us that 
much, my, how much more will God give to us those little 
things that we need day by day, freely give us all things? “I 
will love them freely.” Oh God just love me freely!]  
 
SUMMARY- 
What important eternal principles, have been set for us by 
the prophet Hosea. As he spoke to the nation of Ephraim, 
he speaks to every nation, who has forsaken the Lord, 
and has adopted other gods. What is true of a nation, is 
true of an individual. If you forsake the Lord, and 
worship other gods, you’ll be brought to desolation. 
You’re trusting in emptiness. But if you will return to the 
Lord, you can experience the blessings of God, the 
fruitfulness, the forgiveness, the grace. If you’re wise, 
you’ll understand this. If you’re prudent, you’ll k now 
these things. The ways of the Lord are right! Hos_14:9  
contains the epilogue to the whole book. “Who is wise? 
Let him understand these things. Who is prudent? Let him 
know them. For the ways of the LORD are right; The 
righteous walk in them, But transgressors stumble in 
them.” The prophet here has laid before the people in his 
book for warning, for reproof, for correction, for 
chastening in righteousness. He concludes by summing 
up the whole substance of his teaching in the one general 
sentence, which points back to Deu_32:4 : The ways of 
the Lord are straight. “The ways of the LORD are right”  
-- the ways taken by God in the guidance and 
government of men; not only the ways which He 
prescribes for them, but also His guidance of them. 
These ways lead some to life and others to death, 
according to the different attitudes which men assume 
towards God, as Moses announced to all the Israelites 
that they would (Deu_30:19-20), and as the Apostle Paul 
assured the church at Corinth that the gospel of Jesus 
also would (1Co_1:18). 

 
v. 1 Chapter 14 is a wonderful chapter, for it speaks of the future salvation of 
Israel.  The Lord tells the people that it is because of their sin that they will go 
into captivity 
 
v. 2. . offer the sacrifices - This will qualify and encourage us to give the 
sacrifices which are more pleasing to God than calves or oxen. Ps. 116:12-17 
 
v. 3 The fatherless - All that are destitute of strength in themselves, and 
destitute of help from others; all that being sensible of their own helpless 
condition, look for it from God, who hath power, mercy, and wisdom to help. 
Mercy - Both the fountain and streams of goodness too, free grace, and rich 
bounty. 
v. 4  "I will heal their backsliding." God says, "The people have been 
backsliding, slipping away from Me, but I am going to heal them. I will love 
them freely, for My anger is turned away from them."  
v. 5 like the dew - I will refresh and comfort, and make fruitful in good 
works, such as return to me. As Lebanon - As the cedars in Lebanon, so shall 
the true Israel, converted backsliders, be blessed of God: so flourishing and 
happy shall the church be under Christ. 
v. 6  His branches - His branches which are new sprung out, shall gather 
strength, and shall multiply in number. The olive - tree - Which retains its 
verdure all the winter and is rich in fruit; so the true Israel of God shall 
flourish not in fruitless beauty, but in lovely fruit, even in winter's of affliction 
and trouble. As Lebanon - The mountain famous for cedars, where also were 
the trees that afford the frankincense, and many flowers which  
 v. 7 their scent; such shall the spiritual fragrance of the church be to God 
and man. They that dwell - As many as unite to the church, shall dwell under 
these spreading trees. Return - Revive and recover strength. As the corn - 
Which dies ere it lives to bring forth fruit. As the vine - Which in winter seems 
dead, but yet life, sap, and a fructifying virtue is in it. The scent thereof - The 
savor of it to God and good men shall be pleasing as the scent of the delicious 
wines of Lebanon.  
v. 8 I have heard  - A gracious promise from God of hearing prayers. A 
green fir - tree - As a weary traveler finds rest and safety under a thick tree, so 
there is safety and refreshment under the protection of the Lord. From me - Of 
God alone. 
v. 9 Let him understand - Which the prophet has delivered. The ways - The 
ways which he would have us walk in towards him, his law, his ordinances, 
his whole doctrine are all righteous and equal. And the ways wherein God 
walks towards us, in afflicting or comforting are all righteous and equal. Shall 
walk in them - Will approve them all, justifying the righteousness of God's 
displeasure, and confessing he remembers mercy in the midst of judgment. 
And justifying the righteousness of his precepts by endeavoring to observe 
them.  
 
 


